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Reflection of Assigned Reading
The week's assigned readings provide insight into the consequence of criminal justice decision-making when the defendant is an alien. An alien in terms of law is an immigrant to the united states. According to Pilcher (1996), aliens who have been found guilty of offenses by the court are subject to deportation, and they may be denied access to the united states ever again. The nature of the crimes that the people practice such as aggravated felonies, controlled substance offenses, firearms offenses, and comes of moral turpitude determines whether they will be subjected to deportation. According to the weight of the crime, then the judge can decide on the deportation sentences of the defendant. However, there are circumstances where the deportation can be waived, for example, aliens that have consistently stayed in the united states for more than seven years and aliens that have conducted less serious crimes.
I find the reading effective in providing information on the consequences of immigrants who engage in criminal activities in the united states. The article provides clear information on the factors that govern the court's decision-making process on cases related to aliens. There has been an increasing number of undocumented immigrants in the united states who enter the country illegally (Pilcher, 1996). In cases where immigrants to the united states are presented in a court of law, then the use of the provided criminal proceedings that have been put in place for the immigrants to reduce the harsh consequences against the offenders is necessary. The actions have helped in the reduction of harsh sentences of the offenders due to the fact that they are immigrants. The weight of the consequences is, however, dependent on the nature of the crime committed.
I find the article useful for people who are connected to the law and the immigrants who wish to acquire information on the process of law that applies to them. Having insight into the criminal decisions that relate to them, the immigrants will avoid getting into the bad side of the law, especially to avoid deportation and other consequences associated with the decisions made, such as denied access to the united states. I believe the rules set have been effective in reducing the crime rate among immigrants. Immigrant’s fear of getting deported to their countries and therefore avoid getting into conflict with the law to secure their stay in the united states.
I have had an encounter with offenders who are immigrants and face deportation due to the weight of the criminal activities that they are engaged in and the fact that they do not have legal documents to be in the united states. I have people close to me who are unlawful immigrants and have been found on the law's wrong side of the law. Most of the offenders have been advised by their lawyers to chosen to plead guilty to the offenses they are accused of to avoid the possibilities of more severe consequence of a sentence but instead be deported to their countries (Pilcher, 1996). In some cases, when aliens are sentenced to a time in prison; then they may avoid deportation and the denial of access to the united states.
The previous lesson regarding criminal laws has a close relationship with the issue of dealing with immigrant criminals. Like other criminal laws stated in the course, the decision-making process relating to immigrant offenders has been clearly stated to help the judges decide the sentence to provide to the defender. The law makes it less likely for a biased verdict to be made concerning immigrants on the issue of deportation and therefore provides a justification to the fairness in the criminal justice system. As stated in the course readings, offenses have consequences, and as identified in the article, the consequence of being an unlawful immigrant offender is being deported. All in all, the article has helped in providing an insight o the laws and the decisions concerning criminals that are immigrants and can be integrated into cases that relate to the immigrants.
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